
 

Holiday Music Courses 2015 

 

Easter Chamber Strings 

We kicked off our holiday music courses with a four-day chamber strings course during the Easter 

break. Twenty-one string players of all ages worked hard at music from different genres including 

classical, folk, jazz, film and pop to give a final concert including works by Handel, Mozart, Bartok 

and Bob Dylan. The Manchester String Quartet came in on one day to give a recital and coach the 

players in arrangements of pop songs. 

 

 



A total of 90 musicians participated in our three weeks of summer music courses in August 2015.  

Winds and brass week 

The first week was aimed at winds and brass players up to grade 5 standard. Players learned pieces 

in small mixed ensembles, winds only and brass only ensembles, and then joined together in a full 

band. A highlight of the final concert was each player improvising sounds from other galaxies into 

our brass tutor, Simon’s mixer as part of his arrangement of music from the Doctor Who series.  

 

 

We run musicianship sessions using Dalcroze Eurhythmics on all our courses, which help to develop 

the fundamental building blocks of music making; pitch, rhythm, melody and harmony. 

 

 

 



Strings week 

The second week was the turn of string players up to grade 5 standard. This included a group of 

eight 7-8 year olds for whom it was the first time they’d ever played in an ensemble. 

 

There’s also the chance to try out new instruments, kindly on loan from Love Music Trust. 

Singing features as a session on all 

our courses as we believe it to be 

so important in developing all-

round musicianship. Even initially 

reluctant singers surprise 

themselves at what they are able to 

achieve by the end of the week. 

 

 

 

We tailor make the courses to accommodate the 

participants. In the strings week we had a boys-only 

ensemble who enjoyed learning a Greek folktune in 5/8 

time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Orchestra week 

Our third and final week was for orchestral players of grade 5+ standard. As a full ensemble we 

opened our end of course concert in the United Reform Church, Macclesfield, singing Riversong by 

Roger Emerson in 4-part harmony.  

The strings also learned Elgar’s Serenade for Strings, the winds film-inspired music by Christopher 

Norton and the brass 

ensemble learned an 

arrangement of Star 

Trek.  

As our full orchestral 

piece this year we 

studied Smetana’s 

River Moldau tone 

poem and finished the 

concert playing The 

Girl from Ipanema.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s not all hard work! There’s also plenty of time for making friends whilst playing games. 



 

 

Interested in our courses for 2016? Register an interest with our Musical Director, Nicola Bright, 

info@maccmusiccentre.org.uk. 


